
August 2017 
Joseph A. Skinner State Park, Rt. 47, 10 Skinner State Park Road, Hadley, MA  01035  
Visitor Services Supervisor:  Leslie Hoffman        Park Phone Number:  413-586-0350  

DAILY park entry fees are $5 per car with MA plates, $10 per car with out-of-state plates.  All programs in the park are FREE and open to the public unless 

otherwise noted. Parking fees apply.  All children must be accompanied by an adult.  Reasonable accommodations are available upon request.   

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 

7:30-9:30 p.m. 

FMHR Summer Concert 

Series 

4 

10:00-11:30 a.m. 

Changing Landscapes 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Thomas Cole’s Sublime 

Summit 

5 

9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 

Mountain Mindfulness 

 

11:30-Noon 

Summit House History 

 

1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Big Black Bears 

6 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Animal Pelt Mystery 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Summit House History 

7 

 

8 9 10 11 

10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Super Senses 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Chasing Chestnuts 

 

12 

9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 

Mountain Mindfulness 

 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Animal Pelt Mystery 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Summit House History 

13 

11:30-Noon 

Summit House History 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Hiking 101 

14 

11:30-Noon 

Monarch Migration 

15 16 17 18 

10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Guided Park Walk 

 

1:30-2:00 p.m. 

Trepidation on the 

Tramway 

 

19 

9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 

Mountain Mindfulness 

 

11:30-Noon 

Summit House History 

 

1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Big Black Bears 

20 

11:30 a.m.-Noon 

Hiking 101 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Summit House History 

21 

11:30-Noon 

Southbound 

Songbirds 

22 23 24 

 

25 

10:00-11:30 a.m. 

Geology Rocks Hike 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Raptors Over the 

Range 

 

26 

9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 

Mountain Mindfulness 

 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Animal Pelt Mystery 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Summit House History 

27 

11:30-Noon 

Summit House History 

 

1:00-1:30 p.m. 

Hiking 101 

28 

 

29 30 31  



Program Descriptions 
PLEASE NOTE:  Summit House Advisory 

 

At present and until further notice, the Summit House is closed to the public for fire system repairs.  However, park interpretive staff will 

offer programs on the Summit House deck and in the adjacent picnic area.  We will also run themed hikes at times and from locations 

listed in the program descriptions below.  Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

 

Friday 

August 4 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

Changing Landscapes Hike 
For adults and families with children ages 12 and older 

We invite budding naturalists interested in natural history to discover how forests in Massachusetts have changed since European 

colonization and how they continue to change.  Approximately 2 miles in length, this hike features moderate terrain.  Meet at the Halfway 

House parking area.  Please wear sturdy boots or shoes and bring water and insect deterrents.  In case of rain, call 413-586-0350 to 

confirm. 

 

Friday 

August 4 

1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

Thomas Cole’s Sublime Summit 
For adults and families with children ages 12 and older 

The Summit House would likely not exist if were not for her inspiring views which have inspired artists since the mid-1800’s.  This talk 

will feature some of those artists and their changing renderings of the Mount Holyoke Range and the valley below.  Meet on the Summit 

House deck. 

 

Saturdays,  

August 5 – 26  

9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 

Mountain Mindfulness 
For adults and families with children ages 12 and older 

What better way to connect to the natural world than silent meditation and contemplation while soaking in the beauty of the view from the 

Summit. Join a park interpreter in a meditation and mindful walk, listening and breathing in the sights and sounds around us. Bring 

something to sit on or a yoga mat.  Meet on the Summit House deck. In case of rain, call 413-586-0350 to confirm. 

 

Saturdays, August 5 & 19 

11:30 a.m. – Noon 

Saturdays, August 12 & 26 

1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

Sundays, August 6 & 20 

1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

Sundays, August 13 & 27 

11:30 a.m. – Noon 

The Evolution of the Summit House 
Suitable for all ages 

The first “prospect” or Summit House was a small “refreshment” hut built in a little over a day in the summer of 1821.  Learn about the 

evolution of the Summit House over the past 200 years from a pair of “dueling saloons,” to a small hotel, to a grander hotel, to state park 

status, and through to today’s museum.  Meet on the Summit House deck. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturdays,  

August 5 & 19 

1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

Big Black Bears! 
Suitable for all ages 

Come visit our Discovery Table to learn about the big, beautiful Black Bears that make the Mount Holyoke Range their stomping grounds.  

Meet on the Summit House deck. 

 

  



Sunday, August 6  

Saturdays, August 12 & 26 

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Animal Pelt Mysteries 
Suitable for all ages 

Come visit our Discovery Table to learn about one of the mammal residents of the Mount Holyoke Range.  Meet on the Summit House 

deck. 

 

Monday, August 14 

11:30 a.m. - Noon 

The Mighty Monarch Butterfly Migration 
Suitable for all ages 

The Monarch Butterfly population is threatened by pesticide use, diminishing habitat, and climate change.  Come learn about the 

remarkable migration this species makes each year in order to breed and survive.  Discover how you can help prevent the demise of this 

beautiful creature.  Meet on the Summit House deck. 

 

Friday, August 11 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Super Senses Hike 
For adults and families with children ages 6 and older  
Animals need to use all of their senses every day in order to find food and to survive.  Join us as we explore super senses employed by 

some of the animals who live nearby.  Then, use your own senses to discover a bit more about the world around you.  Approximately 1.5 

miles in length, this hike features easy terrain.  Meet on the Summit House deck.  Please wear sturdy boots or shoes and bring water and 

insect deterrents. In case of rain, call 413-586-0350 to confirm. 

 

Friday, August 11 

1-1:30 p.m. 
 

Chasing Chestnuts 
For adults and families with children ages 12 and older 

The stately American Chestnut tree once filled New England forests with shade, provided sturdy support for her man-made structures, and 

fed people and animals alike.  We’ll discuss the blight that felled this gentle giant, how it has changed out landscape, and learn about a 

hoped-for revival.  Meet on the Summit House deck. 

 

Friday, August 18 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Guided Park Walk 
Appropriate for all ages 
Accompany a park interpreter on a stroll along the Skinner park road as we investigate geology of the park as well as some of the plants 

and animals that call the range home. Approximately 0.8 miles in length, this hike features moderate terrain.  Meet at the Skinner Halfway 

House parking area.  Please wear sturdy boots or shoes and bring water and insect deterrents.  In case of rain, call 413-586-0350 to 

confirm. 

 

Friday, August 18 

1:30 – 2:00 p.m. 

Trepidation on the Tramway 
For adults and families with children ages 12 and older 

In the mid-1850’s, in order to make the journey up to Mount Holyoke’s Prospect House hotel (now, the Summit House) less arduous for 

guests, proprietors John and Frannie French built one of the first incline railways in the country.  Dubbed the tramway, it bore day-trippers 

and vacationers alike to the summit.  We explore the tramway’s various changes and permutations over the years as well as its riders’ 

reactions to their journey up the mountainside.  Meet on the Summit House deck. 

 

Monday,  

August 21 

11:30 a.m. - Noon  

 

Southbound Songbirds 
For adults and families with children ages 12 and older 

What heads north must return south.  Warblers and other songbirds can travel vast and remarkable distances in the spring to reach their 

breeding grounds far north of their winter abodes in Central and South America.  In late summer and fall, the pattern reverses.  We will 

explore what to look for and what changes to expect when you venture out for a day of birding during the southbound exodus.  Meet on 

the Summit House deck. 

 



Friday, August 25 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

Geology Rocks Hike 
For adults and families with children ages 12 and older 
From giant mountains to dinosaurs to thick layers of ice and more, come discover the geologic history of the Connecticut River Valley.  

Approximately 2.5 miles in length, this hike features moderate terrain.  Meet on the Summit House deck. Please wear sturdy boots or 

shoes and bring water and insect deterrents.  In case of rain, call 413-586-0350 to confirm. 

 

Friday, August 25 

1-1:30 p.m. 

Raptors Over the Range 
For adults and families with children ages 12 and older 
With its relatively rare east-to-west orientation and vantage point overlooking the Pioneer Valley below, the Mount Holyoke Range 

features several spots that are ideal for viewing the fall migration of hawks and other raptors heading south.  The deck of the Summit 

House is one such vantage point.  Learn why the range is such a popular thoroughfare for raptors and how to identify the raptors you are 

seeing.  Meet on the Summit House deck.  If you have them, please bring a pair of binoculars.  A scope will be available for shared use.  

In case of rain, call 413-586-0350 to confirm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 

 
Thursday 

August 3 

7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

Summit House Sunset Concert Series 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Mount Holyoke Range, this series of concerts is an annual event beloved by those who have attended in 

the past.  Please visit the Friends website for ticket information and featured artists:  http://www.friendsofmhr.org 

 
 

http://www.friendsofmhr.org/

